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On the HisToRry of 
IN 


My Lend, 


: I the preſent Decay of Literature which 5 


is advancing upon us very faſt, for Rea- 


ſons which it may not be difficult to af- | 
ſign, tho* they are too delicate to be men- 
_ tioned, every Reader of Taſte muſt be de- 


lighted with the Publication of a Work, in 


which there is a diſplay of Genius equal to . 
the moſt celebrated amongſt the ancients. If 


your Lordſhip ſhould be of opinion with MR. 


Abppiso and ſome other Philoſophers, « that-. 
Mien of great Genius in the fame way of 
<« writing, ſeldom riſe up ſingly, but ar cer- 
© tain Periods of time appear together, and 
in a Body”; another Obſervation may be 
perhaps full as juſt, that I don't know has 
been made by any one, that when a Genius 


for a particular and diſtinguiſh'd Species of 
writing is once become extinct, it is never 
B 2 . alter. 
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afterwards to be recovered by the greateſt 


Men. Whether this Obſervation is ſtrictly 


true or no I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine : but it is the beſt Reaſon that I can 


give, why no Modern Age has been capable 


of forging the Writings of the Ancients ; 
and why the Poems of Oss1an, tho” at firſt 


ſuſpected by your Lordſhip and ſome other 
learned men, are undoubtedly the Production 


of very high Antiquity. 


At my Return from Ireland very lately, I : 
found the Publick in Poſſeſſion of Mx. Mac- 
 PHERSON'S Tranflation of theſe Poems out of 
the Gaulic Language; which, from the Spe- 
cimen in the Fragments publiſhed two years 


ago, had been tor ſome Time expected with 
great Impatience. As ſoon as I had the 


— Honour to ſee your Lordſhip, you laid a 
great Streſs on my reading this Piece with 
ſome Attention; not ſo much on account of 
the Poetry which your Lordſhip then acknow- 
ledg'd to be inimitable, as becauſe the Book 
haas an immediate Relation to the Hiſtory 
of Ireland which you. know I am com- 


piling. „„ — 


In Obedience to your S My 
Lord, full of the Idea I had conceived of 
the Poetry from the Fragments, and full of 


_ Expectations of meeting with ſomething that 


would throw Light upon thoſe ancient Times, 
I fat down to it with great Eagerneſs, But 

_ tho” I had all the Delight which! promiſed 

myſelf in the peruſal of the Poetry, yet 1 


Was . dilappointed in my other Ex- 
pectations. 
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pectations. Vour Lordſhip will ſuppoſe that 
I don't mean from the Tranſlation, of which 
T am not a Judge even if the Original had 
been printed with it: And notwithſtand- 
ing what was ſaid of it in an Advertiſe- 


ment which came out at Dublin whilſt I 


was there, I am more inclined to think it 


is well executed than deficient or incorrect; 


N eſpecially if we allow for the different powers 
in the two languages. 


My Diſappointment, My Lod, aroſe from 
another quarter, Your Lordſhip had given 


it me as your Opinion, that it contained 
the genuine Fliſtory of an Expedition into 
Ireland; of which you may remember that 
_ forming a Judgment from the Fragments 
I then expreſſed a Doubt: And as your 
Lordſhip's is alſo the Opinion of the Tran- 
ſlator, upon which he has grounded many 
Reflexions, to the Injury of the Iriſh Hiſtory, 
and to the eu of his own Country; 
you will excuſe my laying my Reaſons be- 
fore your Lordſhip in this public manner 
for combating this Opinion, and for doing 
| Juſtice to a People whoſe Antiquities are 
miſrepreſented. As I am a Native of Eng- 
land without any Connexions with the Iriſh, 5 
and conſequently have no Biaſs to the one 
or the other Country, my Indifference in he 


Diſpute muſt ſtand confeſſed; and as I have 


for a conſiderable Time paſt; made the * 
tiquities of Ireland my particular Study, in 
order to compile a Om Hiſtory of that 

5 Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, I hope I may be allowed in ſome 


mealure qualified to decide it. 
I have nothing to ſay, My Lord, to the 
ſpurious Compoſitions of ſome of the Iriſh 


Bards under the Name of Oss1an, which the 
Tranſlator mentions in his Preface. But as 
he hath obſerved in the ſame Paragraph, © that 
ſucceding Generations magnified or varied 
the Traditions founded on theſe Compoſi- 
tions, in proportion as they were ſwayed 
. Credulity or Deſign,” why may we not 
ſuppoſe, what the Iriſh Bards, he fays, have 


given a Belief to in that Country, that FinGAL 


was of Iriſh Extraction, notwithſtanding what 
is ſaid in the Poems of Oss1an? Why may not 
the Caledonians, © ſwayed by Credulity or De- 
_ « ſign,” lay a Claim to this Hero for the Hon- 
our of their own Country which they were 
not entitled to? The Name of Fingal is the 
Name of a particular Diſtrict in Ireland: And 
if what J heard there is true, that many ma- 
nuſcript Copies of this epic Poem are to be 
met with in the hands of the Iriſh, of which 
there is not One in Scotland — for MR. 
MacPHERSON I hear owns that he took it all 
from the Mouth of an old North BritiſhBard— 
then, My Lord, to ſpeak impartially upon 
this Circumſtance, I think the Iriſh have full 
as good a Title to the Honour of this Poem as 
the Caledonian Britons. This however may be 
beſt determined by the Tranſlation which is 
advertis'd at Dublin to be making ready for 
the Preſs from an authentic Manuſcript: and 


in the mean time I hall lay ſuch Reaſons before 


"> 


E 


A. 


=: 


7 


[7] 


your Lordſhip, as may poſſibly convince you, 
and every other impartial Perſon, that the 
Hero and the Poem are both from Ire- 
land. 

I believe, My i cd; os never was © an 
% Iriſh Senachy or Bard who was ſo little ac- 


45 


„tion,“ as not to know that the Inhabitants 
of North-Britain were derived from Ireland: 


but yet it does not therefore follow, that if 
 FincarL was really a Native of that Iſland they 
| ſhould be very willing to yield, or indifferent 
to have it believed, that he was a Caledonian ? 


Indeed it appears to me that they have a much 
better Reaſon for conteſting this Point, if 


there are ſufficient Grounds for it, than the 
People of North-Britain. Becauſe tho? the in- 
tellectual as well as the military Abilities of the 
Great Men of both Nations ſhone thro' all the 
Ages of Antiquity after they were once known 
to the World, yet the Iriſh, thro' a Series of 

__ unhappy Accidents, were driven to other 
Countries where their Abilities are ftill con- 
feſſed, or dwindled away to nothing. There 

are no Traces left, except in the Sonnets of 
their Bards and ſome of their ancient Records, 
of its ever having been a Kingdom ſuperior in 
Learning to the reſt of Europe; as we know 
from many foreign Teſtimonies that once it 
was: And if we except the better Sort of their 
Gentry who have had an Education ſuitable 


to their Rank — which in compariſon are but 


a Handful — All the preſent Genius and 
Learning of that Iſland, is to be looked for 


WF 2 


quainted with the Antiquities of their Na- 
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ly amongſt the Engliſh Race, who have 


poſſeſſed it ſince the Conqueſt. But this your 


Lordſhip knows is not at all the Caſe with 
reſpect to Scotland. As no Nation in Europe 
hath produced Men of greater and more diſ- 
tinguiſhed Abilities in the early Ages than that 
5 Country, {o I believe you will own that it con- 
tinues ſtill to produce them. The Senate and 

the Bar— to deſcend no lower — have af- 

forded flagrant Proofs of this Aſſertion in our 
own Time and Memory. It is of no moment 
therefore to this Northern Province, which 
ſtill keeps up the Reputation of her illuſtrious 

Ancients in Eloquence and War and Politicks, 
whether the Poems of Oss1an are the Com- 
poſitions or not of a Caledonian Bard. But 

to Ireland, which hath little elſe to ſhew as 

the Remains of the great Genius of her origi- 
nal Countrymen, it is a matter of ſome Con- 
ſequence to have it believed to be the Produc- - 
tion of an Iriſh Bard. Gent: . 

Having examined all that Mn. Maerz: 
son fays in the Preface which I think bears 
| hard upon Ireland without ſufficient Reaſon, I 

| ſhall now proceed to his Diſſertation on the An- 
tiquities of the Poem. If he did not take a Plea- 
ture in every little Criticiſm that ſeems to leſſen 
the Iriſn Nation, He would not have mentioned 

the account of the Britons being the Founders 
of it as a more probable Story than the idle 
Fables of Mileſian and Galician Colonies.“ 

For no Hiſtorian of Ireland of any Name hath 

ever denied that it was peopled firſt from Bri- 
ain; but tho this, My Lord, 18 allowed, does 
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LET - 
it therefore follow that it was peopled from 
Britain only? Might not ſome other Colonies 
from Spain, in an age or two after, migrate 
into Ireland, and get poſſeſſion of it? This is 
what the Antiquities of Ireland all aſſert, and 


this! ſhall ſhew in the Hiſtory from many con- 
curring Circumſtances is not an idle Fable. It 


were to be wiſhed that the Tranſlator had been 


a little better verſed in the Iriſh Hiſtory than 
he is before he attempted to criticiſe it thus 
ſeverely. It were to be wiſhed too, My Lord, 
that the Bards who have handed down theſe 
Poems had been a little more accurate and con- 
formable to the Iriſh Hiſtory than they have 
been in the Names of the chief Heroes. Even 
Fix GAL, from which the Epic Poem is deno- 
minated, is not the Name of a Man in any 
Antiquities or Hiſtory of that Nation; and 


the Chief who is celebrated under that Name 


in the Poems, about whom too many Circum- 
| ſtances concur to admit a Doubt of his being 
the ſame — is always called Fioxnn, or Finn 
* as it is pronounced. In the ſame manner, 
I ö muſt obſerve to your Lordſhip, the Name 
of the other Hero is corrupted. The ſame 
Man who in the Poems is called CucauLLin, 


in the Iriſh is called ConccuLL1on, in the 


Latin CvcvLandvs, and, — which is pretty 
remarkable — the Tranſlator Himſelf in his 
Preface to the Fragments calls him Cuchu- 
' LAID. But in order to prevent Confuſion and 
miſtakes, I ſhall conform myſelf at preſent to 


the Names given them in the Poems. 
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[ IO ] 
With regard to the Invaſion of Ireland from 
Scandinavia, which is the Subject of Fingal, 


your Lordſhip will give me lobe to obſerve to 
ms that there is no mention made in any Hiſ- 
tory of an Invaſion of this Iſland, from the 
coming in of the Mileſians which was above a 
Thouſand years before, till the Irruption of the 


Danes which was above Four hundred years 


after, the ra of the Poem: and this alone is 
an Objection to the genuine Hiſtory of the 
Poem, which in my opinion is not eaſily to be 
got over. As to F INGAL, it muſt be allowed 
that his Death is placed in the year Mz. M. 
mentions: but then I muſt inform your Lord- 
ſhip, that the Iriſh Antiquities take no notice 
of his being a Caledonian Chief, but ſay that 
he was Commander of the Iriſh Militiak: and 
it is ſcarcely probable that they would have 
given the Command of that famous Body, 
Which was the eſtabliſhed ſtanding Army of 
the kingdom, to one of another Nation— 
ſuppoſing them to be ever ſuch near Relations 
and Allies—when they had ſo many Heroes of 
their own of ſuch diſtinguiſhed Valour. Your 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to obſerve before I go 
any further, that if I touch upon ſome Circum- 
ſtances and drop them, and then reſume them 
again in other places, that this Irregularity is 
occaſioned by the Propriety of anſwering the 
Tranſla-or's Notes, in the Order! in which i they 
are ſcattered thro! the Book. 
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Where He met with the Hiſtory which he 
bath given us of the Bards,“ as no Authority is 


quoted for it, I don't know : but it will ſurely 


ſerve for thoſe of Ireland full as well, if not 
better, than thoſe of his own Country; and it 


1s not improbable that he might collect the 


Subſtance of it from the Antiquities which he 
holds ſo cheap. Be this however as it may; 

1am fure it will ſuit the ſtate of Ireland ex- 

actly, to ſay of it as he does of Scotland, © that 
if other Nations that had been often over- 
run by Enemies, and had ſent abroad and 
received Colonies, could for many Ages 
preſerve by Oral Tradition their Laws and 


Len 


nn 


* Hiſtories uncorrupted, it is much more 
probable that the ancient Ixish, a People 
10 


46 


there are manuſcript Copies of this Poem in 


Ireland; a Tranſlation from one of which is 


preparing for the Preſs as I have already men- 
tion? wy 


* Diſſertation p. 10 — 12, 
+ Diflertation p. 13 


( 2 „ Your 


ſo free of Intermixture with Foreigners, and 
_ * fo ſtrongly attached to the Memory of their 
* Anceſtors, had the Works of their Bards 
handed down with great Purity+.” MR. M. 
hath owned in two pages after, © that this 
complete Work now printed — meaning 
* Fingal — would foon have ſhared the Fate 
«of the reſt:” and this confirms what I have 
heard, that He took it all from the Mouth of 
an old Highland Bard, or a Bard in ſome of 
the Illes. But then how comes it to paſs, that 
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Your Lordſhip will obſerve that in theſe 
Remarks, Ihave no Intention to ſay a Word in 


Derogation of the Poetical merit, or of the 


"Tranſlation, of this Collection. If the Epic 


Poem had not a ſingle Word of true Hiſtory 
for its Foundation — and indeed it has very 


little—it would, as your Lordſhip well knows, 


be juſt as good a Poem as tho' it was all ge- 


nuine Hiſtory: and I believe that MR. M. has 
done as much Juſtice to the Original in his 


Tranſlation as an Engliſh Dreſs is capable of. 


Had he therefore confin'd Himſelf to this 


Province, and had not your Lordſhip who is ſo 
good a Judge of theſe Affairs adopted what he 
ſays of the Iriſh Hiſtory, which has probably 
been done by moſtother people, Your Lordſhip 
would have had no Trouble of this kind from 
me, and the Editor might quietly have enjoyed 
the Praiſes which I think are due to him, and 
which heartily wiſh him, for the Acquiſition 
of theſe Poems to the Republick of Letters. 
The Reſpect and Good Will I bear him upon 
this Account, would moſt certainly have re- 
ſtrained me from theſe public Animadverſions; 
if I had not thought it Neceſſary for me, who 
am writing the Iriſh Hiſtory, to obviate the 
many Prejudices which he has ſtirred up againſt 
ſuch a Work. But I ſhall not deſcend to the 


mean and illiberal Abuſe which is ſo much 


5 practiſed: and tho” I differ entirely from Mx. 
MN. in his Account of the Heroes of the Epic 
1 Poem, yet I ſhall take care to differ from 


him as becomes a Gentleman and a Scho- | 
lar. | 
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1 am very ſorry, My Lord, that He has 
not once quoted an Authority for the Hiſto- 
rical part of his Notes upon theſe Poems, that 
we might have been enabled to judge how far 
the Accounts may be depended on. But from 
the Hiſtories or Antiquities of Ireland, where 
the Scene of the Epic Poem is laid, [ believe 
I may venture to ſay that he had them not. | 
As to the Hero CucnvLiLin*, who makes a 
principal Figure in it, He is mentioned in- 
| deed as a Hero who was killed in the twenty 
ſeventh year of his age. But then ir is not ſaid 
by any Writer, that He was of North Britiſh 
Extract; on the contrary, his Birth and Pa- 
rentage in Ireland are recordedF, and it is only 
faid that he went into Scotland to improve 
himſelf in the Exerciſe of Arms, under a Lady 
famous at that time for her military Skill and 
BraveryF. But of this Chief it is faid, that 
He was Twenty Five years old at the Birth 
of CarisT]|; which does not ſynchroniſe at 
all with the Epoch of Fincar, or with any of 
the other Heroes, or with any one of the Events 
in this famous Poem. Whether the Poem, 
or the Iriſh Hiſtory, which gives a particular 
detail of his Birth and Death, bids the faireſt 
for the genuine Account of this 4 General or 


Chief of the Iriſn 1 I ſhall leave 


* Fingal, "oy ES 
I Ogyg. p. 127. 280. 1 
1 Keat. p. 95. N 
r 

8 Pref. to the Fragments, 


your 


L242] -- 
your Lordſhip to determine. But firſt permit 
me to obſerve, that SOALTA and not SEMo, 
as MR. M. has it, is ſaid to be the Father of 


this Hero, and EMERIA not BRAGELA to be 
his Wife“. The Iriſh Hiſtorians would ſcarcely 


have been fo particular as they have been in 


giving his own and his Wifes genealogy, and 


in recording the Circumſtances of his Death, 


if He had not been a Native of that Country. 
Nay it does not ſeem credible to me, if every 
other Circumſtance did not contradict it, that 
in thoſe days of Heroiſm the Iriſh Chiefs ſhould 
make a e ee the Guardian to their 


Monarch. The Annals of Tygernach, which 


are an authentic Record, relate that his Death 


at Twenty ſeven years of Age, was owing to 


 LucaDe the Grandſon of CAR BRE NITAF EAR; 
that at ſeven years of Age he was initiated 
into the Order of Knighthood; and that at 
Seventeen years of Age he was in the Battle 
of Cualgnia, in which 5 New FER DIA the Son 
of Daman, which was Eight years before the 
Incarnation f. Many are the Exploits indeed © 
which are recorded of this famous Champion; 
but they all relate to the Times which fynch- 
ronize with his Birth mentioned above. Vour 
Lordſhip will ſee therefore, that it is impoſſible 
to get over the Difficulty of making this Hero, 
even if he were a North Briton, a Champion 


for the Inſh in the Reign of Cox Mac, which 


was not till Two Hundred and Fifty years 
after. Neither w as Cor MAC in his Minority 


. »Ogv. p. 280. 
+ "hy" p- 289. 
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[ 15 ] 


when he aſcended the Throne, nor Cargar 


his Enemy who ſupplanted him, but his Son 
to whom he reſigned it; as I ſhall preſently 


make appear. If any one after this Ac- 


count, which is taken from the beſt Iriſh 


Writers who have had Recourſe to their an- 


cient Manuſcripts, can receive the Hiſtor) 


theſe Poems and MR. M. Explanation of 
it for the genuine Hiſtory of thoſe times 


in Ireland, I ſhall judge him qualified to 
ſwallow the groſſeſt Fables in the Gaulic 
Language for true Hiſtory. 
Wl is impoſſible, My Lord, to proceed 
further in detecting the Fictions of 


theſe Poems, without endeavouring to in- 


validate an Objection that we meet with in 


the Note in the ſecond page; which is in- 
tended to call in Queſtion not only the An- 
tiquities, but alſo the very Being of Ireland 

as a Nation for any conſiderable Time be- 
fore the Chriſtian Ara. The Tranſlator ha- 
ving informed us, that on the firſt Intelli- 
gence of an Invaſion from Scandinavia, Cu- 
churlid had ſent to implore the Aſſiſtance 

of FIN GAL, immediately ſubjoins, We 
may conclude from CucHULLIN's apply- 

ing ſo early for foreign Aid, that the 


* Iriſh then were not ſo numerous as they 
have ſince been; which is a great Pre- 


ſumption againſt the high Antiqu! ties of 
e Peoples. 2:20 this Concluſion your 
Lordſbip will perceive there are two Abſur- 


1 Fing. p. 3. 
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dities which ſtare one ſo much in the Face, 


that it ſeems incredible they could have fallen 


from the Pen of ſo ingenious a Man as Mr. 
M. if he had not been blinded by his Pre- 


judices againſt the innocent Antiquities of 
the poor Iriſh, In the firſt place, it is al- 


lowed by every good Hiſtorian even of 
North Britain, and by the Tranſlator Him- 
ſelf, that the Scottiſh people were originally 
derived from Ireland: And if they were ſo 
numerous at this Time, as to afford a con- 


ſiderable Aid to their Iriſh Anceſtors and 


Allies, we may conclude, I believe your 
Lordſhip will allow, that the Iriſh were a 
more numerous and a more ancient people 
ſtill. Beſides, What fort of Preſumption is 
it againſt the high Antiquities of that peo- 
pole, that they were not ſo numerous Fifteen 
— Hundred years ago as they have been ſince? 
But in the next place I would aſk in anſwer 

to this Concluſion of the Tranſlator's, Whe- 
ther becauſe we ſent for Aid from HoLLanpD 
and HessE upon the Rumour of an Invaſion 
lately from the French, will it therefore follow 
that we are but thinly peopled, and that 
| we had not been a Nation many Hundred 
Years? Or to come ſtill nearer the Point, 
if the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, upon the 
Apprehenſion of an Invaſion at this Time 
from Spain, ſhould ſend, as the News papers 
ſay he has done, for ſome Succours from 
hence, will it therefore follow that the Iſland 
has been inhabited but a few Centuries ? Your 
Lordſhip ſees, that if this Concluſion proves 
5 85 any 


£2 of 


9 


been given o 
5 Auziliuics would have amounted to Twelve 
Thouſand Five Hundred Foot, and Two 
| Thouſand Two Hundred and Fifty Horſe. 
A very formidable Number truly! And tho! 
T the Iſland has been now inhabited about 
re Thouſand Years, yet I ſhould not 
D 


1 


any thing to the Purpoſe Mr. M. brought 
it he. it will prove too much; it will prove 


that the Iriſn have no Antiquities at all, 
and that the Country is in a manner but 
lately peopled ; which we all know to be 


Falſe. But in order to do him Juſtice, as 
he did not draw this Concluſion from the 


Fact only above recited, I muſt obſerve 
further to your Lordſhip, that he adds, 


We have the Teſtimony of Tacitus 
that One Legion only was thought fuf- 


« ficient in the Time of AckIcOLA, to 
„ reduce the whole iſland under the Roman 
„ Yoke; which would not probably have 
„ been the Caſe, had the Iſland been inha- 


« bited for any number of Centuries be- 


% fore”. Not to inſiſt on the ſmall Omifſion 


of a moderate Number of Auxiliaries — 
mo dicis auxiliis” — which your Lordſhip 


muſt know that Tacitus adds to the Le- 


gion, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that 
if this one Legion and ſome Auxiliaries may 


be ſuppoſed to be Half as many, as the 


Two Legions and ſome Auxiliaries which 
 Cxsar carried with him in his firſt Ex- 
pedition into Britain, as no doubt they may, 


then 3 to the Calculation which hath 
Them, the Legion and ſome 


wonder, 


Tj 


— 


* 


1 181 


wonder, if on the Intelligence of an Inva- 
ſion by ſuch a Body of Forces, the Iriſh 


ſhould apply to us for Succour. But yer 


after all, My Lord, notwithſtanding this 


Boaſt, Ac RICOLA might have found himſelf 
miſtaken as CAR did: ; and had He made 


the Experiment with his One Legion and 
ſome Auxiliaries, I believe, as lately peo- 
pled as MR. M. imagines the Iſland then 


to have been, it would have ended as Cæ- 
SAR'S firſt Expedition did. It is certain that 


the Romans never made an Attempt upon 

that Iſland; and they had too many convincing 
| Proofs of the Valour and Conduct of the 

Iriſh, in the Aſſiſtance which they gave the 

i Picts againſt them, ever to think of it. 

In order to throw a Luſtre over the prin- 
cipal Hero of his Piece, your Lordſhip muſt 
have obſerved the Tranſlator tells us, © that 
$8 FINGAL is celebrated by the Iriſh Hiſto- 

* rians for his Wiſdom in making Laws, 
his poetical Genius, and his Foreknow- 
ledge of Events, and that O FLAHERTY 
* goes fo far as to ſay, that F INGAL' s Laws 
« were extant in his own Time *.“ Now 
tho' I am not able to find any thing like 
this faid of him in the Iriſh Thitory. yet 
without any heſitation I will take MR. Mac- 
PHERSON'S word for this Aſſertion; becauſe 

if he has given it us on his own Knowledge, 

| tho! he has not mentioned the Work he took | 

it from, I dare ſay it is true, But then 1 


* Fing. p. 132. 
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hope I ſhall be excuſed from aſſenting to 
what is added about the Laws of FIN GAI 
from O FLanutrty; becauſe that Author 


being named 1 have turned to his Work; 


and it is ſomewhat extraordinary, that MR. 


M. ſhould be fo quick ſighted as to ſee what 


is not there, and ſo blind as not to ſee what 


is there; to ſee that the Laws of FincaL 


were extant in O FLAHERTv's Time, which 
is not ſaid, and not to ſee what is in the ſame 


Sentence, where that is ſuppoſed to be, that 


He was the Soh in Law of CoxMac. But 
the One made for his purpoſe, and the other 


was directly againſt it: for if he was his Son 


in Law, all the Story of his coming from 


Scotland to aid him in his Minority is con- 
tradicted. Your Lordſhip ſhall fee the whole 
_ paſſage below, and you may then judge for 
yourſelf *, Had this Aſſertion however been 
a Matter of Fact, the Obſervation which is to 
be made upon it in my opinion is, that if 
Fix AL had been only a Caledonian Chief, 


his Laws would ſcarcely have been brought | 


to Ireland, enrolled amongſt their own, and 


preſerved down to the days of O Franzzry : 


And therefore if we are to draw any Concluſion 


* Czleſtia etiam Judicia tulerunt Morannus Carbrei re- 
gis Hiberniæ filius, & ſub Feradaco rege item Hiberniæ 
ſupremus Judex, Cormacus rex Hibern æ (cujus 1 


brei fili, & in regno Succeſſoris apud Acoil juxta Temo- 

„ Ran in legem lucubrationes etiamnum extant) Fithilus _ 
Cormaci regis Judex, & Finnus Cuballi filius Cormact | 
ejuſdem militiæ prefectue, et r Opys- P. 217, 
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[ 20 J 
from this Circumſtance, in favour of either of 
thoſe Countries, I muſt own, My Lord, I 
ſhould be inclined to ſuppoſe, that this Fix- 


GAL and his Family were ſtrictly ſpeaking 


Iriſh Heroes. I am ſure it is impoſſible for 


any one who reads the Iriſh Hiſtories to form 


any other Notion: and the Qualifications for 
Admiſſion into the Militia, and the Rules to 


be obſerved after it, preſcribed by the Houſe 
of Fincar. — for his Father and Grandfather 
had the Command of them before him — 


theſe are extant at this day; and 1 ſhall 


give them in my Hiſtory of that Kingdom. 


I am very ready to own My Lord, that 


„Tradition throws a conſiderable Light on 
* the Hiſtory of Ireland:“ but then I muſt 
beg leave to ſay, that it is not the Tradition 
of the Highland Bards, or of thoſe of the 
Ifles, if MR. M. writes from Them; for His 
Accour.t throws the whole Iriſh Hiſtory of 


thoſe Times into Confuſion, For inſtance 


it is ſo far from being true, that Cox MAc a 
Minor ſucceded his Father Ax upon the 
Throne—as the Tranſlator ſays“ that there 
was an Intervention of two other Monarchs 
before he attained to the Royal Dignity, 
 Lvcar Mae Cox, and Ftrevsivs of the 

black TeethF. I ſhall not repeat the Ana- 
chroniſm of CuchulLIx's being Guardian of 
the Realm in the Minority of Cox uc; but 


: It 18 proper t to acquaint FRE Lordſhip, __ 


- eps. p. 143. 
18 p. 1275 331. Keating b. 101. 
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( 22 ] 
he was not in Fact in his Minority at the Death 
of his Father, and that it was impoſſible he 
could have been a Minor King. For it was 


the eſtabliſhed Law of the Succeſſion in Ire- 
land, that none ſhould be born a King, or 
advanced to the Royal Dignity till of mature 
age“; neither is there a ſingle Inſtance to the 
_ Contrary throwout the whole Iriſh Monarchy : 


So that all the Tradition built upon that Cir- 
cumſtance is abſolutely fabulous. Moreover, 
it is ſo far from being true, © that many ſet 


up for themſelves, and anarchy and confu- 


* ſion reigned, and at laſt CoRmac was taken 
6 off, no body knew how+,” — as the Editor 


has informed us — that his Reign was undiſ- 


turbed by any Competitors, and in the Mag- : 


nificence of his Court, in his Benevolence, in 
his Prudence, his Erudition, and the Fame 
of his great Atchievements, he far exceeded 
all the Monarchs of Ireland that had gone be- 
fore him. Having reigned in all this Glory 
Three and Twenty Years, being deprived of 
one of his eyes, which according to the Cuſ- 
tom of thoſe Times made it improper for him 
to hold the Reins of Government any longer, 
he delivered them up to his Son; and in his 
Retreat is ſaid to have renounced Idolatry, 


and to have owed his Death to the Bones of a 


Salmon with hien * Was chokedF. In ſhort, 


* Ogy. p. 44. 
VVV 
1 p. 336 7. 340. Keats 140. 1. 
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My Lord, it is fo far from being true“, as 
the Poem and the Notes acquaint us, that 
Carbre or CARBAR was one of the Com- 
, petitors for the Throne in the Time of Cor- A 
Mac, who having defeated all his Rivals be- 2 
came ſole Monarch of Ireland, that He was 3 
his own Son with whom he lived happily, 
[$4 ; and for whoſe Uſe, whilſt he was on the 
1 Throne, Cormac in his Retirement wrote T7 
i his Book of Advice to Kingsf. Nor is ñ⁶ 
1 there a Word of True Hiſtory in what fol- BF 
{ 1188 lows, of CaRBaR's inviting Oscar in a i 
1 friendly manner to a Feaſt to have a pretekt 
Fi for killing him, of their quarrelling at it, 
and of FincarL's coming from Scotland, de- 1 
feating the Friends of CAR BAR, and re- eſta- FJ 
blliſhing the Family of Cormac in the Pol- A 
ſefſion of the Kingdoms. The Death f 
Fix CAL alone, which was Four years after 
CarBar mounted the Throne, and Fourteen © 
Fears before the Engagement he had with _* 
 Oscart, ſets all this Tradition aſide, and 3 
ſhews what ſort of Hiſtory theſe Poems xx 
hibit of thoſe Times in Ireland. f, 
Tho' it muſt be granted therefore that in 
other Particulars beſides the Age Cucyur- 

LIN lived in, © the Accounts of KeaTtinNG 
I: z „ and O. FLAHER TY coincide pretty nearly 
I with OssrAx's Poems and the Traditions 
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( 23] 
« of the Highlands and Iſles,” yet it is only 
in the Particulars relating to CUCHULLIN. 
In one other Particular however relating to 
him of no ſmall Moment they differ widely, 


his Extraction and Deſcent ; for the Former 


make him Iriſh: And by the way, let me 
obſerve to your Lordſhip, it is a very extra- 
ordinary thing, that in thoſe Days of He- 
roiſm when Ireland abounded with ſuch 
Champions, CUucHuLLin ſhould be the moſt 


tamous in the Iriſh Poems and Traditions — 


as MR. M. ſays, and ſays truly — if He had 


not been One of their own Countrymen. But 
in all the Particulars relating to FI x GAL, and 
 Oss1ax, to Cormac, CARBAR, and Oscar, 
except the Times they lived in, it muſt be 


obſerved they are ſo far from coinciding, that 


they ſcarcely agree in a ſingle Circumſtance. 


Nay ſo far is that material Circumſtance, 
upon which the Hinge of the Epic Poem 


turns — FIN AL's coming from Scotland to 


the Aid of Cox uAc — from coinciding with 


the Account of thoſe Hiſtorians, that they 


don't ſay a Word of any ſuch thing: And 
how ſhould they, when He was the Com- 
mander of their own Militia? On the con- 
trary O FLanzrTy tells us, that This fame 
Cormac ſent a great Fleet into North Bri- 
tain, by which infeſting their Coaſts for three 


| Years he acquired the Government over 
"Ron". 7 
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The Tranſlator, My Lord, hath cold us 


in his Note on the Age of CuchulItx, 
where he owns that the Iriſh Hiſtorians have 


placed him in the Firſt Century, „that He 


« has given his Reaſons for fixing him in the 
„Third in the Diſſertation prefixed to this 


« Collection *.” But tho' I have red the 
Diſſertation over ſeveral Times with ſome 


Attention, yet I am not able to find a Word 
relating to it. He hath given his Reaſons 
indeed for fixing Fix AL and the Epoch of 

the Poem in the Third Century; and in 
the Third Century the Iriſh Hiſtory and 

Antiquities all ſpeak of Fincar and his 
Heroes. But is this, My Lord, a Proof that 
Coch lived at That Time alſo, tho“ 

mentioned as a Contemporary and Ally of 

_ FincarL in the Poem? This Proof, My yy : 
if we examine it, I apprehend will ſtand pretty 
nearly thus: The Poem contains the genuin 
Hiſtory of theſe Times in Ireland, becauſe 
the Epoch of FINAL and OssiAx ſynchro- 

nie with the Iriſh Hiſtory of thoſe Heroes; 
but the Age in which CVchurLIx lived, is by 
all that Hiſtory miſplaced about Iwo Hun- 

dred and Fifty Years, becauſe it does not 


coincide with the Poem. Upon this admirable 


Refutation we are to give up the Whole Iriſn 
Hiſtory, and ſubſcribe our Aſſent to theſe 
Poems of Oss1aN, as the n, Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times 1 in Ireland. 


5 Fing. p. 152. 
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But My Lord, this very Anachroniſm itſelf. 
on the ſide of the Poems, eſpecially as it is 
corroborated with ſo many other Contradictions 
to the Hiſtory, ſhews inconteſtibly in my Opi- 


nion, that tho' the Poems have taken their 


Heroes from the Iriſn Hiſtory, yet that, like 


other Poems, they are worked up without any 
Regard to Truth as it pleaſed the Fancy of 


the Compoſer. A Manuſcript Hiſtory of 


Ireland in my Poſſeſſion, after giving a par- 


ticular Account of FIN GAL's Deſcent, his In- 
heritance, his Acquiſitions from the King of 


Leinſter, and his great Military Command, 
immediately adds, but the Reader muſt not 
e expect to meet here, with ſuch ſtories of 
„ Him and his Heroes, as the Vulgar Iriſh 
© have — for they are no other than Com- 
© manders which their Poets penned in after 
days in their Names — but only what I find 9 5 
mentioned of them in their Hiſtories.” I 


have given your Lordſhip this Quotation in 
the Writers Words for the ſake of Exactneſs: 


and tho? it is poorly enough expreſſed, yet it 


is eaſy to gather from it, that the Names of 
Fincar, and his Heroes having been much 


celebrated by Tradition, ſome of the Bards 


who lived when theſe days of Heroiſm were 
over, took Their Names for the Champions 
and Leaders in their Sonnets: And if the 


Poem Fingal is not one of theſe compoſed - 


in this Manner, and mutilated after by the 


Caledonians who were © ſwayed by Credulity 


or Deſign,” to give the Honour of the 
Heroes to their own Country — a as I am very 


3 apt 
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apt to belleve — then it was originally com - 


poſed by a Caledonian Bard with the ſame In- 


tent. They have evidently ſtolen the Heroes, 


and why not ſteal the Poem? Burt I ſuſpend 
my final Determination of this Point, till f ſee 


the Tranſlation from the Iriſh Manuſcript 
avove mentioned. Innumerable Fables of 
FINAL and his Heroes, ſuch as theſe of 
Os81an's — perhaps not ſo well and fo artiſtly 
worked up — abound ſtill among the Deſcen- 


dents of that famous People. But Who, My 
Lord, accepts them for the Hiſtory of the 


Times, except thoſe who have red no other ? 
Even the Bards who wrote them never meant 
This reminds me of an Anecdote which 
was told me by my Friend the late MR. Juſtice 
Bux xx, and which perhaps your Lordſhip 
may not have heard. The Duke of MaRI- 
BOROUGH talking over ſome Point of Fngliſh 
Hiſtory once with Biſhop Burner, and ad- 
vancing ſome Anachroniſms and ſtrange Mat- 

ters of Fact, his Lordſhip, in a great Aſtoniſh- 
ment at chis new Hiſtory, enquired of His 
Grace where He had met with it. The Duke, 
_ equally ſurpriſed on His fide to be aſł'd That 
Queſtion by ſo knowing a Man in Hiſtory 

as the Bilkop, replied, "Why dont you re- 
member? It is in the only Engliſh Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times that ever J red, in Suk ks PEAR s = 
Plays. I leave the Pertinency of this Anecdote 7 
to the Point in Queſtion, to make its own | z 
7 Apology tor my introducing 1 


1 


7 


— 


„ 

of the ſame Fabrick, My Lord, with the 
reſt, 1s the Whole ſtory of the Poem Te- 
mora*: CorRMac was not murdered in his 


youth by CaRBAR, nor indeed murdered at all, 


but owed his Death, as it hath been ſaid, to 


the Bone of a Salmon. CarBaR was not his 
Enemy who openly ſet up for himſelf, but 
his Son whom he loved and reſigned his Crown 


to, and he had no ſuch Brother as CaTHMOR. 


I am again obliged, My Lord, to lament, 


that MR. MacputrsoN would not vouchſafe 


to quote One Authority for the Accounts 


with which he hath been pleaſed to explain the 


Poems. I am likewiſe ſorry that he has put 
me under the Neceſſity of ſo often calling in 


Queſtion the Veracity of theſe Accounts. But 


Truth, My Lord, is ſuperior to all other Con- 
ſiderations: And as the Tranſlator has made 
very free with the Iriſh Hiſtorians, whom he 


directly charges at ſecond hand with creating 


Facts, or at leaſt adopting Traditions for real 
Facts with Deſign, fo I hope He will ex- 
cuſe Me, for giving my Reaſons in decent 
. Language, why I believe he has been impoſed _ 
upon unwittingly by the erroneous Traditions 
of his North Britiſh Bards. After a formal 
Story of the War which had been carried on 


between FincGar and Ca rMox —a Man in the 


Moon, at lealt no where elſe as Brother of 
1 CarBaR but in the Poets Fancy —the Tran ; 


":* Fingal, p. 172. 
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lator proceeds to inform us, ** that the Iriſh 


© Traditions relate the Affair in another light, 
sand exclaim againſt FIN AL for appointing 


OR hirty Judges, or rather Tyrants at Te- 
** mora for regulating the Affairs of Ireland. 


They pretend to enumerate many Acts of 
Oppreſſion committed by thoſe Judges; and 
* affirm that both They and a Part of Fin- 


* GAL'Ss Army which was left in Ireland to 
« enforce their Laws, were as laſt expelled 
ce the Kingdom. Thus the Iriſh Traditions, 
« ſay the Hiſtorians of that Nation*.” A 


* 


great deal of Trouble, My Lord, would have 
been ſaved me, if the Tranſlator had quoted 

| thoſe Hiſtorians of Ireland who relate theſe 
Traditions. Becauſe tho? I thought myſelf 

able to be poſitive upon Memory, that no 
Hiſtorian of Ireland that J have ſeen relates 

any ſuch thing, yet I would not truſt my Me- 


mory on this Gccaſion. But after turning 


them all over and over, I could not find a ſingle 
line to any ſuch purpoſe. KEATING and Co- 
 MERFORD inform us, that Fincar having 
been ordered as General of the Militia to 5 
the Aſſiſtance of King ArT the Father of 
_ Cormac, and having been bribed by the 
Enemy, he not only retuſed to attend upon 
the King himlelf but alſo ſeduced his Officers 
from their Duty+: And both Keatine and 
O FrauzrTy mention the Rebellion of the 


Militia, excited by the 1 of F INGAL. 


0 king ut "TR 7 


+ Keat. . 118. Comer: p. 2 56. N 
after 


fter 
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after his Death*. It is impoſible therefore 
for Me, My Lord, not to withold my Aſſent 
to a Story of Traditions no body knows by 


whom, and reported by Hiſtorians no body 


knows where. Read, My Lord, what Fa- 


ther WaLsn ſays in his Proſpect of the State 


of Ireland. Speaking of FN the Son of 

 ComnaLL, his Words are theſe. * He was 
Van Iriſhman both by Birth and Deſcent 
* lineally come —” and HecTor BoOoRETIuS 
might as well have turned the Knight of 
the Sun, or the Seven Champions, and 
ſuch like Komances into the very trueſt 


« Hiſtories, as the Fables writtten of FINN 


cc 


CC 


the Son of ComnaLr, and the Captains 


40 


the Iriſh had their Romances too for their 


6 Chronicles and other Monuments of real 


“Story '. Of this ſame Authority for ge- 
nuine Hiſtory, if not of this very Number, 
are all theſe Poems of Oss14N relating to 
FIN GAL and his Heroes; and in that Light 1 

receive them with Pleaſure and Admiration. f 


If the Tranſlator took the foregoing Ac- 


count of the Iriſh Traditions of the Thirty 
Tyrants from HaxMER, as I have it not 
by me and cannot determine upon Memory, 
it 1s e after obſerving that He was 


- Keat. p. Tan: Ony p. 341. | 
54 Walſh's e p. 51. 26: 
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under him called Fiona Erion, only to en- 
'« tertain leiſurable Hours and Fancies. For 


Divertiſement. — Which yet every one of 
common Senſe could diſtinouiſh from their 
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_ Soldiers * 
count thaw from the Hiſtorian of his own 
, HecTor BotTivs, who is too no- 
toriouſly Fabulous to deſerve a Peruſal, no- 
thing more is neceſſary to overturn his Tel- 
timony, than to inform your Lordſhip that 
He has reported Fix CAL to have been Fif- 
No wonder the Tranſla- 
tor therefore ſhould ſink His Aar. if f 
he did make any uſe of it. 
It is impoſſible for me, My Lord, in the 
Compaſs of ſuch a Letter, to eſtabliſh the ® 
Authenticity of the Antiquities of the Iriſh 7 
Nation in ſo ample a manner as I am able to 
do. You are to look for that Attempt in its 
General * which I: am i. com prung from 


Country 


teen Cubits high §. 


1 ri 
no Hiſtorian of that Nation, to relate what 


KEATINO fays; © that it is evident to the 
« meaneſt Capacities that the Battle of Finn 
„ Tragha” — poſſibly the Epic Poem of 

FINAL in its original ſtare — © tho? it be 


<« related in ſome of the Chronicles of Ire- 


land, yet is no more than a Poetical Fic- 
tion, deſigned to entertain the Reader, 
„ and not related as a Matter of Fact; 
« which Anſwer is ſufficient to deſtroy the 
Credit of what He — HANMER — writes 
of ſome other Tranſactions which he has 
recorded; particularly what he writes of 
i. e. Fincar, and his 


2 Fionna Errion;” 
But if Ms. M. copied this Ac- 


„Keat. pref. pit: 
8 Walſh, p. lng Keat. Prel. ut 1 MS. peu me. 


the 
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the earlieſt ages. But you have now before 
you the ſeveral Objections I have to make, 


to the Hiſtorical Accounts and Explanations 


which the Tranſlator of Oss1an's Poems 
hath given the World: And unleſs we will 
ſuppoſe that All the Writers of Iriſh Affairs 
thro? ſeveral ſucceeding Ages, have agreed in 


the ſame wicked Deſign of impoſing upon 
Poſterity with a heap of Lies and Forgeries, 
theſe Objections are enough ſurely to con- 


vince your Lordſhip, and every other im- 


Partial Perſon, that the Poems are ſo far 


from being the genuine Hiſtory of the 
* Times they treat of, that they contain no 
3 Hyſtory at all of that ancient and once fa- 
mous People. I have already informed your 
Lordſhip, and referred you to the Places 
where you may find it, that there are many 
poetical Fictions foiſted into the Chronicles 
that treat of FincaL and his Heroes, which 
are not intended to obtain any Credit, but 
to relieve the Reader and embelliſh the Hiſ- 


Z tory. Of this ſort no doubt was Fincar 
and the other Poems of Ossian: and there- 
fore *till MR. MacpRHERSON will condeſcend 


to quote his Authority for the ſeveral Hiſto- 
rical Notes he has given upon them, by 
which theſe Objections may be refuted, I 


muſt beg leave to be of Opinion, that the 


Iriſh Antiquities here recited are authentic; 


that all the famous Champions, Cuchul- 
LIN, Fix GAL, OsslAx, Osc ax, &c. were 
abſolutely Iriſh Heroes and that it is ex- 


tremely 
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